dian, shop-a-holic and ex-talk-show host, An event coordinator
discoverad her talent s an impersonacor during her stand-up
routine ar a nightclub and booked her at a trade show as
Joan Eivers,

This deor-cpening experience has shaped the eourse of
Hanson’s life, She quiz her day job and studied Revers' every
detail in order to perfect her impersonation.

Hanson has always dreamed of living in che spotlight. As a
child, she hosted talent shows in her garage for the neighbor-
hood children. She majored in theater, but decided ro rake a sra-
ble caresr as a real estare agenr in the property management
field before discovering financial success as 4 loan officer.

*In the depchs of my tummy, I f#lt like I wasn'c doing what
I wanted with my lite,” said Hanson. After toro years of study-
ing with a voice coach, Hanson decided to leave her secure b
unsatistying job for the entertainment industry. She performed
with The Qrange Cornty Crazies improvisational group az com-
ey clubs and searred in her own variety show, which featured
her talent a5 a volce impersonatar, before becoming a full-sime
Eivers clone.

“I'm probably the best Joan Rivers impersonator, but it's a
team effory,” said Hanson. “I have no way to keep movself
arganized withour Maureen and Jack (Hanson's husband).
There's no way, it would be impaossible wichour cheir help. T
would really say that's the answer o my success, I'm the one
wha gets the applause and takes the bows, buz I would not be
able to do it without Jack and Maureen, their encouragement
kesps me focused and [ thank God for bringing them ro me.”

At local shows, both Dobson and Jack Hanson malke the
show run smoothly. Dwobson s usvally helping Hanson
rehearse and calm her nerves while ralking o the clients and
finalizing last minute derails. “Every day is an adventure, some-
thing new; full of surprizes,” Diobson said, Who wrould have
theught 1 would be wrorking with a Jean Rivess impersonacor!?
In the past I was planning my children's birthdays and now I
plan largs corporate events and ['m having a great time."

Mick I'Egidio, a Frank Sinatra impersomasor, has been
booked through Hanson Preductions and often works wich
Hanson at events, “She [Hanson) is the hest. I love her comedic
abilities," [MEzidin said. “She's actually
betrer than Joan Rivers. Joan Rivers has bad comedy
timing, Every show I do with Dee Dee is better than the laste. T
love working with Diee Dee,  she’s the best
anyrime, anywhere.”

Holly Vest also works with Hansen a5 a Tina Turner imper-
sonator. “She (Hanson) is my favorite person 1o work for and
to work with,” Vest said. She's at the top of her game at all
times, She wants to male sure thar her clients and performers
are happy.”

Hanson averages about 15 events each menth that take her to
desrinations across the country, When she travels outside of
Southern California, the client takes care of her travel expens-
es and hotel fees.

“Monday I was in Palm Springs. Tuesday ir was San Dhego.
Wednesday T did 2 show at Rancho Mirage. [ was in Canada
Thursday and Friday. Then I was in bed, since I was pretcy
exhausted,” commented Hanson, T need a faciall”

Her impersonation of Rivers has also broughe her work in
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