Dee Dee Hanson's career
| 15 something to laugh at

Sy Barbara Giasoae
Morh Caunty Mows
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Then it's time we schlepp over to Dee Dee’
and Jack Hamson's gated hasme inoeast o
ange whers it's Joan Bivers time 24 hours
araund the clock,

Yabkking it up. Batting the eyelashes. Spill-
g the pats in a MNew Yorkess that would
drive Seinfeld to his Webster's.

And wauld you bk in that cipaet. T mean,
shoq, shog, shop — enough deop-dead dasign-
ar dinks for any comedy roast or boast from
here 1o Dallas.

Dufly and Dhixie, those atlentive apricat

odles, are only three paws behind, snipping

or Rivers' — aliem — Hanson's undivided at-
tention,

Dree Dee Hanson, 40, may he an imparsan-
ator extraardinaing, but ber Bivers 15 non-
stop.

Always a frustrated comedian, Hanson was
peddling real estate and pushing bank loans
until 1983 when her husband, Jack, clipped an
a4 for a comedy class, Dnee the stage bug it
and agents took notice, she was hapﬁirl from

the Laff Stop in Mewport Beach to the [m-
prow, Ioe House and Comedy Store,

An agent asked her o de & corporate event,
shie pecalled. [ was azked far an autegraph
after doing the Joan Rivers' schtick, and
Jack deciged 1 had & permanent hook.™

The amateur imperseaations that ohee an-
tertained clients scouting new homes wers
lsaed inte Biverase for corperate parties,
mall operings and voice-rver commercials,

Last wear, a producer an the “Wicki Law-
rencs Show' introduced Hansan 1o the real
Rivers. “She wished me leck and it wes fike ]
%1&1 her blessing,” Hanson rememberad. *And

en I was recently on her show. She said [
did very well,” '

an we talix?

I mean re-e-e-ally talk, Ddsh the
divt. Schmooze, Gossip, goasip, gos-

Bt in real bife, the Hanson-Rivers differences  werdrobg that lings her walk-n closet in c_lrsnga. Appearances at convaniions,
and comedy clubs keep the $0-year-old impersonator hopping.

are marked.

Hanzon has hazel eyes, Joan brovwn. Hane
s atanids 4% inches taller, but sports unbe-
lievably similar facial Features.

“People want the essence of Joan, and of
course 1 have to keep up with the image by
buying desLFnE:r clothing.” =aud Hansea,
winking @i her attentive hosband.

That image extends to the vehicle, For lo-
cal, quick appearances, Hanson zips around
in her Honda, but the %lamtnlrws glitzy
showstopping tours call for limas and Cad-
djm- . - -

Hanson's early acting was limited to ga-
rage-front talent shows. Her mother, wha en-
tertained in her native Peru, was the center
of attention, amusing her husband and three
Ghidlren witk & variery of dialects.

“Crazy Dee Dee” as she was known ar Edi-
sans High Scheol in Huntington Beach is re
membered for ber ability 1o make people
Laugh. She studied theater at Orange Goast
Callege and Californie Stete University, Ful-
lerton, often performing in musical comedies,
children’s and experimental theater produc-
tinas.

After scheol, she worked in the Chevean
Tube bay, mopping up gas and il while war-
Bling, “T like 0 squeege in the morning,” 19
H;u tune, “I"m Getting Married in the Morn-

S-Il

She reimvented lyrics for her venditions of
“Palvig Lesley,” Bette Midler and Carol Bue-

" RIVERS

FROM 12

Ragin’ #hr
g

- el

vers

Mike PilgrimHonh Cousty Kaws
The lool is similar, the demeaner exacting. Dee Dee Hanson, ska the county's busiest Joan Rivers look-alike, dizplaya her drop-dead

mlls, T studios

In Llager years, ber real estate appointments
were always augmentes with a paredy of
“Chattenoaga Choo Choa; "™ *Pardon me,
Mam, are you thinking about buying,™

The loak-alike slots came fast and curious
a5 local advertisers plugged into the celebrity
chit-chat. And when Hangon made a return
appearance at the lee House in Pasadena, 60
friends From Ridgeline Country Club in Dr-
ange journeyed to support their Gavorite mim-

1c.

Without the hype and hilarity, what's this
Des Dee really like?

“She has to be the center of attentlon, has a

With the accolades over, Hanson
slips back into character with pos-
5ip, GOSSip, BUASLD.

“Tgpy Danza's & poop, Cher
likes to be et alone and Oprah 13
ane sweet woman,” Hanson &d-

heart of gold, is genuine and real,
Laves to make peapls ]:I.ugh"a.nd is
heavy into charity work,” said
Jack, her agent &nd a teacher at
Lake High School in Garden

i

manizhed
Someday, sumewhere, someons
will gl Hapsan her wish and
spotlight her talent in a sitlcom.
Pu-ulease!
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